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ggg Durlog long conversatlon June 29, Bishop Chil of Bul Chu gave wme

1 his version of French withdrawals from southern flve provinces
T0P of delta. He began by saylng that he had dlscounted rumors which
OCR he first heard about a wmonth ago that such a withdrawal was go-

CIA—"ing to take place. He had, nevertheless, obtalned at that tlme
6SD assurances from General Cogny that French would hold area. These
ARMY assurances had been repeated several tlmes subsequently, wmost
ATR recently just over a week ago. In splte of these assurances,
NAVY withdrawal of artillery and heavy equipment from periphery posts
~ begani about a week ago and This movemeut had been subgequently
extended T& provincial cenfers. Withdrawal of French Union
.Forces began soon after and at present mowent, according to
" Blshop Chi, there are no (repeat no) French Union Forces left
in town of Bul Chu. He sald he came to Hanol to attempt obtaln
;ﬂﬂ reversal this movement, but has been completely unsuccessful in
H 18 gndeavors. He addéd that nelther Governor Tri nor Vietnamese
A dgﬁm&nder of Third Military dlstrict had been offilcilally ilnformed
. these French plans before they were put lnto effect. He sald
pad succeeded 1in bringing about 200 prlests and sewlnary
yentq to ﬁaroi :

ained that he remalned in close touch with his
v “Thal these withdrawals and wanner in which they
;‘arried out were &rousing most serlous anti-French
nm.augpg opulgtion. . He sald he understood that many
TERNx) un ts,. NatlonaI*Guan and militia groups uere.
O OpeY. orders Lo loave, He added that Governor Tri had
‘ Off ciald to stay at thelr jobs untll last
, cboti;ng to him, there was talk of what he
d'etdt" An The area. He had heard that certain
@ _had transmltted French orders to with-
—singled out as "traltors to Vietnam" with impli-
EXeTon Q;s would be settled with them. He felt that
Rext few days might produce most dangerous point yet
r relatlons between Vietnamese, real nationalists in
and French. -

Hé sald that he understood Ngo Dinh Diem had telegraphed French
‘ Government on June 25 to effect that 1f withdrawals were not
) (repeat not) stopped he would declare Vietnam's 1independence
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outside French Unlon., As a result, he sald French had reportedly
agreed to delay wlthdrawal from towns of Phat Dlem, Nan Dinh,
and Bul Chu. (This wmay be Chi's version of delay allegedly
obtalned from Salan whlch was wentloned by Ngo Dinh Nhu to
Kidder, reported EMBTEL 2924 to Department, repested Paris

- 1039). According to Bishop Chi, he could find no (repeat no)
coe ‘Qﬁé;_ﬁw?ghbi who would confirm this delay and he sald, accord-
b ’1ngf% nformation which he had just recelved frowm Bul Chu, no
.(repeat no) one down there was aware of this delay. He ques-
“tloned, moreover, whether withdrawal had not (repeat not) pro-
ceeded, too far to be reversed.

. tBlshop Chl sald he had also just recelved word that Viet Minh
regular forces had also wlthdrawn from immediate viclnlty of
towp of Bul Chu. He explailned thils action, as well as relative
lack Viet Minh ilnterference French withdrawal on basils prior
agreement beftween French and Viet Minh. ZEarly in conversation
he 1Introduced possible exlstence such an agreement as a feagible

ago. Chl sald that it looked as though situation in town of
Bul Chu was shaping up so that a task force of Viet Minh political
commlissars could take over.

* hypothesls. Towards end our talk, he told me on most confi-

% dentlal basis that French officer who was old friend had told

' him three days ago that current withdrawals were belng made under
i *agreement whilch French had reached with Viet Minh several weeks

He talked of local resistance by natlonalist elements population
and Vietnamese National Army and asked whether US would be pre-
pared assist with supplies, weapous and advice. He emphasized
that time had come for US to deal directly with Vietnamese in
these wmatters. ' _
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